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American  Unitarian  Association 

25  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


EVERETT    MOORE    BAKER 

EXECUTIVE     VICE     PRESIDENT 


[arch  14,  13S3 


Mr.  M.  L.  Houser 

Box  55 

Peoria,  Illinois 

dear  Mr.  Houser: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  complete  listing 
of  references  to  the  subject  of  my  inquiry. 

If  you  are  interested  in  any  further  informa- 
tion about  either  the  Kev.  Charles  Gordon  Ames  or  Jesse  W. 
Fell,  I  should  suggest  that  you  communicate  with  the  Rev. 
Robert  D.  Richardson,  141  High  Street,  l.Iedford,  Massachu- 
setts.    .  Richardson  is  the  great  grandson  of  Jesse  Fell 
and,  at  the  moment,  is  the  owner  of  a  three-page  autobio- 
graphical manuscript  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  which  he  Is  present- 
ing to  the  Library  of  Congress  in  '    ington.   We  had  this 
manuscript  on  exhibition  here  on  Lincoln's  Birthday.   It 
is  most  Interesting  and  I  suppose  a  very  valuable  document, 

According  to  Mr.  Richardson,  President  Lincoln 
"  ~red  in  the  same  house  with  Mr.  Fell  for  some  time  when 
they  were  both  about  twenty-five  years  old  and  there  began 
s  friendship  which  continued  over  many  years.   After  Mr. 
Fell  became  established  in  what  appears  in  the  pictures 
I  have  seen  to  be  a  large  and  pretentious  home  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  a  frequent  guest  there  and  it  was  in  the  library  of 
is  home  that  Lincoln  wrote  the  autobiographical  sketch 
Lich  Mr.  Richardson  now  has. 


Cordially, 


^M6^A^>^/0^^ 


EMB: 


March  19,  19,  ... 


Rev.  Robert  D.  Richardson, 
141  Hi- h  street, 
Me&i'ord,  Mass. 

BM*  **r.  Richurasonj'- 

Mr.  Everett  Moore  Baker  —   I  <ao  no"   know  hi;  Lblo  — 

ini'orras  me   that  you  aJT*   the  groat«£;r{-ndson  °i  J*iM  B  •  Fol!., 

I   should   like   to  make  a   special  ctv  .r.  fell* a   11..    , 

my  theory   being  that  hir    influence  on  Lincoln1.':   in  otw  1 

.lent  has  never  received  the  recognition  it  rv  i  0 

Each  year,   I  an  Invited  to  :  to  the  Chicago  Lincoln 

Group;   anu  1   ■heuld  like  my  ne  object  to  bo 

Jesse  w.  Pell,    Lincoln*  s  Friend  and  Mentor* 

Xi    vou  can  give  rae  all   the   sources   oi:  which  you  tmotr,    perm 
hap  m   information  about   your 

DOt  heretofore   vv.qzi  tola,    I   shal]    be  v  b      :il. 

Paul  M.  Angle,    Kx-Sec.  X.  »tute  Historical  Library, 

or  J>ij.  ik.rry      .        att,    £*»ftee«   The  Abr  tee  In  :'-,.■  tion, 

Bpringfl   1  ■.,    111*  can  fcelJ  v,ou  i     |    m  trust-,  or  wry. 

In  nvolope,   1  mm  sending  vr;u  a  copy   o  study 

of  Lincoln' c    "Favorite  Poem,"  which  pi  i- 

plionicnts. 

Very   sincerely, 

M.  ..Hour or  * 


^ 


COUNTY    COURT 

LOGAN    COUNTY,   ILLINOIS 

LAWRENCE  B.  STRINGER.  Judge 


LINCOLN,  Illinois.  March  26,1938+ 


Mr.  M.L.Houser. 
Peoria. 


Dear  Friend: 

Yours  to  hand  this  morning.  I  have  not  been  very  well  for  the  past  two 
years  and  have  been  put  to  my  wit  s  end  to  keep  up  with  my  TBourt  work,  which  seems  to 
be  increasing  in  volume  weekly.  Am  also  a  member  of  a  commission  appointed  by  the 
Governor  to  revise  the  election  laws  of  this  state  and  find  myself  still  further  in- 
volved in  a  campaign  for  re-election. 

The  statements  made  in  my  history  with  reference  to  the  movement  for  a 
division  of  Sangamon  county  and  the  selection  of  Lincoln  as  a  candidate  for  the  eg— 
islature  with  that  purpose  in  view  were  gathered  by  me  from  statements  made  by  old 
settlers  at  the  various  old  settlers  meetings  which  £  attended  in  the  old  days.  One 
of  my  informants,  as  I  recall  them,  was  one  John  S.  Metcalf,  whose  father  circulated 
a  petition  in  this  section  for  the  division.  His  father  was  John  Metcalf,  who  owned 
about  1000  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Logan  county,  but  which  was  then  in  Sangamon. 
Another  informant  was  J.Q.  rimm,  who  early  lived  in  what  is  now  ^enard  and  later  was 
a  J. P.  in  the  city  of  Lincoln.  John  S.  Metcalf  was  one  of  the  first  postmasters  in 
Lincoln.  My  information  on  this  subject" therefore  is  largely  traditionary  but  I  am 
certain  of  the  absolute  truth  of  my  information,  for  the  pioneers  who  so  informed  me 
were  definifely  in  a  situation  to  know. 

You  may  recall  that  Scripps  biography  states  that  Lincoln  was  "urgently  be- 
sought by  his  friends  at  New  Salem"  to  make  his  first  race  for  the  Legislature  but  did 
so  reluctantly  and  "against  hj.s  better  judgment"  and  to  satisfy  his  New  Salem  friends. 
In  Lincoln's  second  race  for  Legislature  in  1834,  he  did  not  mention  county  division 
nor  did  he  in  1836.  But  in  1836,  John  Calhoun  openly  advocated  division  in  his  campaign. 
Lincoln  said  nothing  but  simply  bided  his  time  and  when  the  opportunity  came,  he  acted. 
As  to  Mentor  Graham— at  the  time  his  remains  were  brought  from  Dakota  (S.D), 
I  collected  considerable  data  about  him.  That  was  a  number  of  years  ago  and  I  have  made 
most  diligent  search  for  the  data  among  my  files  but  am  unable  to  find  them.  Most  of  this 
data  I  secured  from  dea-cendants  of  Graham  who  lived  at  Gr,eenview.  His  granddaughter, 
Mrs.  E.D.  Ennis,  was,  at  the  time  President  of  the  State  Legion  Woman's  Auxiliary,  fier 
husband  was  an  undertaker  in  Greenview  and  it  was  he  who  brought  the  remains  of  Mentor 
Graham  from  Blunt,  S.D.  and  had  them  interred  in  a  small  burying  ground  just  sotlhoifif 
the  site  of  New  Salem.  Mrs.  Ennis'  mother,  as  I  recall,  lived  with  Mrs.  Ennis  and  I 
think  still  resides  with  her.  The  mother  wrote  me  at  one  time,  asking  me  if  I  would  not 
write  for  her  a  biography  of  Mentor  Graham  but  I  was  not  able  to  comply  from  want  of  time. 
The  mother  was,  of  course,  a  daughter  of  Stentor  Graham  but  I  do  not  now  recall  her  name. 

As  I  think  I  told  you  a  number  of  years  ago,  I  had  contemplated  writing  a 
Lincoln  book  but  I  have  never,  as  yet, found  time  to  do  so.  Just  this  morning,  I  received 
a  letter  from  the  representative  of  an  eastern  publishing  concern  asking  me  if  I  xaxx 
had  my  MSS  prepared. for  submission.  I  hfcavent  any  such  MSS  anywhere  near  preparation, 
and  being  now  in  my  72nd  year,  not  overljr  well  and  overpowered  with  court  and  other 
work,  the  prospects  of  my  preparing  such  MSS  in  ray  lifetime  are  dubious. 

With  best  wishes, 

/• 
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The  Abraham  Lincoln  Association 


LOGAN  HAY,  President 

ROBERT  E.  MILLER,  Treasurer 

PAUL  M.  ANGLE,  Secretary 

HARRY  E.  PRATT,  Executive  Secretary 


PURPOSES: 

"To  observe  each  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Abraham  Lincoln;  to  preserve  and  make  more  read- 
ily accessible  the  landmarks  associated  with  his 
life;  and  actively  to  encourage,  promote  and  aid 
the  collection  and  dissemination  of  authentic  infor- 
mation regarding  all  phases  of  his  life  and  career." 


FIRST    NATIONAL    BANK    BUILDING 
SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS 


March  28,  1958 


Dear  Dr.  Housers 


I  tried  also  to  make  some  sense  out  of  that 
conference  in  Bloomington  and  couln't  so  passed  it  up  in  my 
story  of  Lincoln  in  Bloomington.   I  think  the  conference  that 
was  held  if  any, was  at  Judge  Davis's  at  the  time  Lincoln  spoke 
there  Sept.  4th.   There  was  plenty  of  time  for  it  on  the  night 
of  3ept/  third.  Of  course  that  doesn't  get  the  Freeport  Debate 
into  the  picture  but  then  there  were  five  yet  to  come.  I  have 
a  hunch  the  old  boys  got  their  dates  slightly  mixed.   There  was 
another  hot  one  that  I  couln't  prove  or  disprove,  that  the  night 
after  the  Lost  Speech,  Lincoln,  Davis,  Swett  and  another  man 
went  in  a  carriage  to  Tremont.   That  doesn't  sound  like  sense 
but  it  is  believed  in  Bloomington  by  some.  The  time  right  after 
Lost  Speech  for  three  days  is  blank.  After  an  all  day  convention, 
those  men  would  have  gone  off  like  that  doesn't  sound  like  Davis' 
usual  good  judgment.    I  have  a  number  of  Judge  Reeves  original 
letters  but  sad  to  say  they  are  all  in  the  80s  and  90s,  with  nary 
a  mention  of  Lincoln. 

Sincerely, 


j/«w£C$0 


TWl^v|n  ii^/ay#w.  f  <^<^^w. 


AYER  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
DELAY  AN,  ILLINOIS 
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1HE   ABRAHAM   LINCOLN   ASSOCIATION 


LOGAN  HAY,  President 

ROBERT  E.  MILLER,  Treasurer 

PAUL  M.  ANGLE,  Secretary 

HARRY  E.  PRATT,  Executive  Secretary 


PURPOSES: 

"To  observe  each  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Abraham  Lincoln ;  to  preserve  and  make  more  read- 
ily accessible  the  landmarks  associated  with  his 
life;  and  actively  to  encourage,  promote  and  aid 
the  collection  and  dissemination  of  authentic  infor- 
mation regarding  all  phases  of  his  life  and  career." 


FIRST    NATIONAL    BANK    BUILDING 
SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS 


Dear  Dr.  Houser: 


April  8,    1938 


Yordie  has  just  read  Howells  tribute  of 
1880  and  in  her  words  here  is  what  he  meant  to  say*  "No  one 
speaking  of  Lincoln  ever  has  to  conceal  a  stain  upon  his 
good  name  because  there  was  no  stain.     There  was  never  any- 
mean  action  or  littleness  in  Lincoln1 s  life.     Even  trifling 
incidents   of  kindness  in  his   life  have  become  magnified 
because  of  the  purity  of  his  reputation."     With  this  reading 
of  his  words  don»t  you  think  it  might  be  called  a  tribute. 

I  don!t  believe  the  division  of  Sangamon 
County  was  the  great  issue     either  in  1832  or  1834.   It  might 
possibly  have  been  in  1836  and  most    surely  was  in  1838. 
The   Sangamo  Journal  is   full  of  it  all  spring  and  summer  of 
1838  and  that  agitation     brought     three   or  four  places  in 
the   limelight  as  possible  county  seats  for  the  new  county. 
I  don ff  really  believe  there  was  any  strong  push  however 
for  a  new  county  until  Taylor  toook  over  the  town  of 
Petersburg  and  began  pushing  the   county  idea  to  develop  the 
town  site.     This  as  I  recall  was   1836. 

There  are  only  three  good  places  to 
get  the  dope  on  Jesse  W.   Fell.     Typed  copies  of  his   letters 
in  the  Illinois  Survey  at  Urbana,      Francis  Milton  Morehouse, 
"The  life  of  Jesse  W.   Fell,"  Univ.   of  111.   Studies  in  the 
Social  Sciences,   June  1916,    129  pp  with  index.     The  other 
place  is  an  article  in  the  Normal  Univ.   quarterly  at  the 
time  of  the  Jesse  W.   Fell  gateway  dedication.     I  do  not 
have  a  copy  of  it  and  from  what   I  recall,    it  had  nothing  not 
found  in  the  Morehouse  article.     You  are  welcome  to  borrow 
my  copy  of  Morehouse  if  you  do  not  happen  to  have  one. 
Lincoln  wrote  Fell  an  interesting  letter   in  1838  that  is  not 
in  any  of  the  volumes   of  his  letters.   It  throws  some   light 
on  Stuart's   candidacy  for   Congress  in  1838. 


Sincerely, 


■rt 


~T 


Abraham  Lincoln  Association,   Springfield,  111. 


-Dear  Dr.  Houser: 

I  am  sending  the  Fell  and  also  an 
addresson  Lincoln  that  has  in  it  some  of  the  dope  you 
might  be  interested  in.   Send  it  back  when  you  get  through 
with  the  Fell.  Called  Booker  at  McDonald's  and  he  does  not 
.    have  the  Morehouse  either.  Have  you  the  article  in  Journal 
\ftft  111.  Hist.  Soc.  Vol.  9>   No. 5,  Oct.  '16  on  Fell  Memorial 

Gateway  at  Normal  and  article  by  Morehouse  in  Transactions, 
Vol.  XXI,  1915,^p.  71  ff.? 

Sincerely, 
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(this  side  ofcard  is  for  address  ) 


Dr«  M.L.   Hou3er 


Box  i  55 


Peoria.    Ill, 


(JVlM^ 
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ESTABLISHED      1646  '  ' 


BLOOMINGTON,    ILLINOIS 


LORING   C.   MERWIN 

PRESIDENT 


July 
One, 
19  3  8. 


Mr,  M#  L.  Houser, 

Box  55, 

Peoria,    Illinois. 

Dear  Mr.   Houser: 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  delay  in 
acknowledging  your  letter  of  June  22.   I  have  just 
returned  to  the  office  after  ten  days  in  the  east. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  sending  me 
your  booklet  "The  Education  of  Abraham  Lincoln", 
which  I  have  read  with  a  great  deal  of  interest. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  do  not  have,  nor  do 
I  know  for  certain  where  to  obtain,  a  list  of  the 
books  in  the  library  of  Jesse  Fell.  I  believe,  how- 
ever, that  there  are  two  people  who  could  give  you 
this  information  if  anyone  can.  These  are  Mrs.  Eromett 
L.  Richardson,  2734  East  Bradford  Avenue,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  and  Professor  Frances  Milton  Morehouse, 
Hunter  College,  New  York  City.  The  former  is  a  grand- 
daughter of  Mr.  Fell,  who  is  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  his  personal  belongings  than  any  other  member  of 
the  family,  and  the  latter  is  the  author  of  the  bio- 
graphy of  Jesse  W.  Fell. 

I  suggest  that  you  write  Mrs,  Richardson 
first,  and  if  she  can  not  supply  the  information  that 
you  want,  then  apply  to  Professor  Morehouse.   If  you  do 
not  find  what  you  want,  let  me  know  and  I  will  make 
further  inquiries  here. 

I  hope  that  when  you  are  in  Bloomington 
you  will  drop  in  here  as  I  would  very  much  enjoy  making 
your  acquaintance. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Loring  C.  Merwin. 


July  7,   1950 • 

Mrs,  Snmett  L.   Hi char de on, 
27  ?ord  Ave  nil  j 

L     on.-3in« 

My  dear  I       •  :- 

1  it, 

It  .,  Jt —  .   F©11,  .  Influence 

in  Lincoln*  tion  , 

':•   of  Mr.   Fell'  m  »ed 

"       •;  Af  the  boo] 


Mr*  L  ;  G»  I  u  arc  i  \r 

i  Lnt  '  1     3 

that 
b« 

Yo: 
fill 

print  .  "Hoi  rhttih       snolon 

iu« 

Vv  ip  ictfttll^  i 

M«   L«  Pa 


'    : 


1 


August  11,  1: 


.Dp.  Pratt t- 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  ray  grandfather.  Solomon  llouser, 
lo1  ml;   .   f  as  indicated  by  his  name,  but  that  he  uouldn't 
1      •  rh  n  Bowling  Ore  on  was  looking.  That's 
an  int  n  for  ray  prospective  "The  Bowsers  and  Housers 

at  -  al  m" — for  amily  consumption  only.  Than-:  you  again* 

as  day  in  the  int   st  of  'Illinois 

.:t. ';  no  h  to  use  your  indor    nt  to  a  i 

;-•  11 j  bhat  it  is  lpo  percent     .t* 

,      ot  the  four  first  rami    t    ad  thorn  through, 
ndously*  Th-i  history  of  the  various  counties 

■at  romantic,     ..    byl   be  fascinating  to 

t  Many  readers  a]  into 


F©3  I     r«  Han   ou  letter  from  '      ■  in 

r  to  MrSi  Ri     eon.  The  latt  i  >1  reply* 

Lso  I   ,  of  the  Pell  paper  at  Bio        m  ting 

there  —  -  /' 


It  is,    o         turse,    a  nuisance  for   such  people   to  get  letters — ' 
An  1  nev  of  — -  don't  care   to  hear  of  — 

so    si        an&t  bli .         hem, 

I'm  won*         i  •,   the]  i         >_  x'rof»  Mo:    bouse 

if  ■  aft       1  (time 

of  ban! :  prcc1    .ein 

If  this  i  :.  nuisance  for  you,  please  remember 

ible« 

Have  found   v   .1  things  that  lead  me  to  r 
purpose  of  bringing  Lincoln  out  for  x^^nb   rship  in  the     ..  al    ; 
A  :   ibly  as  early  as  1332  was  a  desire  to  divide  Sangamon  Coun  ♦ 
that  while  little  \         said  about  it  for  obvioi?    asons,     neral 
wish  for  such  division  parti:  '  avy  vote  he  got  a- 

round  Mq\"   Sal 

Sincerely, 

iio  l  • 


; 


BOOKS  OWNED  BY  JESSE  W.  FELL 

AND  LISTED  IN  BANKRUPCY  IN  1842 

BANKRUPTCY  VOL.  1,P.  693. 

in  office  of  clerk  of  Federal  Court 
Springfield,  111. 


Catalog  of  Law  Books 


Chatty s  Blaekstone  in  2   Vols. 
Coke  upon  Littleton  in  3  Vols. 
Strong's  Pleadings  in  1  Vol. 
Hist. "of  English  Laws  in  1  Vol. 
Chftty's  Pleadings  in  3  Vols. 
Jones  Bailment  in  1  Vol. 
Fell  on  Gaurantees  in  1  Vol. 


Wamraons  Misc  Prins  in  1  Vol. 
Whites  Digest  in  3  Vols. 
Holts  Reports  in  1  Vol. 
Modern  Reports  in  4.  Vol. 
Cases  in  Chancery  in  2  Vols. 
Chipraan  on  Contracts  in  1  Vol. 
Statutes  of  Ohio  in  1  Vol. 


Misc.  Works. 


^ Shakespeare  Works  in  2  Vols. 

Spectator  in  1  Vol. 

Aids  to  replection  in  1  Vol. 
^  Statesraans  Manuel  in  1  Vol. 

Conversations  on  Chemistry  in  1 

Wilberforces  Practical  Views 

Pindars  Works 
*  Websters  Dictionary 
*-  Paleys. Philosophy 
v  Night  Thoughts 

Oriental  Annual 

Turners  Annual  in  2   Vols. 

The  &ifts  of  36  &  37  in  2   Vols. 

Young  Ladys  Own  Book 

Atlantic  Souvenir 

Young  Ladys x Books 

British  Latflf/sts 

Summers  Botany 

Wonder  of  Switzerland 
k   Constitutions  Guide 
•^The  Gazeteer  of  Illinois 

The  Culive  E ranch 

The  British  Spy 

The  Muse 

Domestic  Duties 

Young  Botanist 

Testament 
^Holy  B>ble 

Domestic  Cookery 


Faber  on  Infidelity 
The  Mothers  Book 
American  Gardiner 
Senate  Debate 
Vol. 
Florist  Guide 
School  Atlas 

Two  Shares  in  Bloomington  Library 
One  Porte  Folio 
Paten  Ruler  &  Inkstand 
Letter  Press 

File  of  National  Intelligencer 
File  of  U.  8.  Gazette 
File  of  Nltes  Register 
File  of  Bloomington  Observer. 


Oct.  25,  1938. 


Dear  Dr.  Pratt* - 


As  you  have  been  informed,  no  doubt,  "Hobble a"  is 
asking  for  the  title  of  articleat  for  the  February  number.   I'm 
caught  with  my  suspenders  unfastened.  Am  trying  to  get  dope  on 
George  H.  Derby  and  his  book,  "Phoenixiana, "  tout  am  not  sure 
enough  about  getting  it  to  risk  announcing  that  title. 

Believe  I  shall  take  "Jesse  >..  *ellj  Lincoln's 
Friend,  Mentor,  and  Sponsor"  for  ray  subject,  and  see  what  I  can  do 
with  it  in  a  short  article. 

If  I  do,  I'll  have  to  get  most  of  my  dope  from  yop — 
the  Morehouse  book  and  anything  e&se  you  have  on  the  subject  except 
ISHS  "Journal  for  Oct.  1916. 

Maybe, if  you  will  help  me,  I  can  get  up  something 
that  will  be  of  Interest  to  some  who  art  not  already  better  posted 
on  the  subject  than  I'll  probably  ever  be.  Anyway,  it  will  give  me 
ood  excuse  to  work  the  subject  out  for  myself  as  best  I  can. 


Pie as ^  help  the  blind. 


Sincerely, 


t.L. 


Dear  Dr.  Houser: 

I  shall  be  only  to  glad  to  do  anything 
I  can  to  help  you  on  the  Jesse  W.  Fell.  I  think  you 
would  enjoy  looking  over  the  Jesse  W.  Fell  mss.  (typed 
copies)  in  the  111.  Historical  Survey  on  the  top  floor 
of  the  Lincoln  Hall  at  U.  of  I.  There  is  a  lot  of  very 
interesting  material  that  Miss  Morehouse  was  unable  to  use 
in  her  short  account.  I  have  the  three  vole,  of  the 
Mc  Lean  Co.  Hist.  Soc,  and  Duis  and  another  early  Mc  Lean 
Co.  history  that  you  are  welcome  to  use.  There  is  a  letter 
of  Fell  to  Lincoln  and  Lincoln  to  Fell  in  I858.  The  L.  letter 
is  not  to  be  found  in  his  pub.  works  anyplace.  Deals  with 
Stuart's  campaign  for  Congress.  You  could  weave  that  in. 
Wakefield's  book  has  a  little  on  Fell.  A  picture  of  the 

Fell  home  as  it  is  today  would  be  of  interest.  Let  me  know 
how  I  can  help  and  I  will.    X  *""    * /       ^^/ 
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Holstein  FrjeSians 


T.  B.  Accredited. 
Negative  to  Bang's  Test. 


Wooddell   Farm 

Harry  M.  Wood,  Proprietor 
DELAVAN,  ILLINOIS 

2/12/39 
Dear  M.L: 

Many  thanks  for  the"Fell"articles ,  I  will  send  one  to 
the  granddaughter  and  see  what  I  get  from  it.  I  have  just 
recently  written  to  her  requesting  her  to  read  the  "America 
Years",  and  give  me  her  reaction  on  the  book,  and  when  she 
does  so  I  will  try  to  remember  you  in  her  report. 

Should  you  be  anticipating  a  trip  to  Milwaukee,  and 
would  like  to  have  a  letter  of  introduction  to  her,  I  will 
be  gald  to  write  you  one:  I  will  see  what  can  be  done  about 
his  library  -  I  recall  having  seen  them  on  many  occasions, 
also  seeing  Uncle  Jesse  reading  in  his  study.  His  oral 
reading  would  charm  anyone,  and  we  youngsters  were  always 
wanting  hirae  to  read  for  us. 

You  may  recall  that  in  the  "American  years"  does  not 
do  the  man  justice  in  the  words  he  is  supposed  to  use. 

In  your  article  you  speak  of  his  stopping  at  the  home 

of  William  Brown  in  Dillon,  this  home  was  a  double  log  hoie 

with  a  loft,  and  was  situated  near  the  Mackinaw,  jusu   ^/#i 

northeast  of  the  old  town  of  "Tullamore",  which  you  no  doii 

will  remember.  This  Brown,  my  great  grandfather,  was  after 


Ralph  G.  Lindstrom 
President 


Edmund  Nichols 
First  Vice-President 


William   H.   Ellison 
Second  Vice-President 


F.  Rat  Risdon 
Secretary -Treasurer 


LINCOLN  FELLOWSHIP  of  SOUTHERN    CALIFORNIA 


Office  of  the  President 
420  W.    P.   Story  Building 
Los  Angeles,   California 


Office    of    the    Secretary-Treasurer 
818    Transamerica    Building 
Los    Angeles,    California 


Hon.  M.  L.  Houser 

Box  55 

Peoria,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr.  Houser: 


April,/  11,  1939 


I  acknowledge,  with  sincere  thanks,  the  items  which  you 
recently  sent  to  me,  and  which  have  found  a  welcome 
place  among  my  Lincolniana . 

Do  you  know,  or  have  you  ever  corresponded  with  Mrs. 
Annie  Durant  of  Los  Angeles,  who  is  a  daughter  of  Kersey 
Fell,  a  brother  of  Jessie  W.  Fell}"  I  have  had  two  or 
three  conferences  with  her,  and  find  her  most  inter- 
esting. 


If,  at  any  time,  I  may  reciprocate  some  of  your  courtesies 
and  favors,  kindly  let  me  know. 


Wishing  you  every  success,  I  am 


Cordially  yours 


i 


FRR:PAH 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE:     Ralph  G.  Lindstrom,  Edmund  Nichols,  F.  Ray  Risdon.  William   H.   Ellison,  Walter  Gould  Lincoln 
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May   ,  1939. 


My  dear  Mrs.  iXirantj- 

It  u3  good  of  you  to  send  me  a  photograph 
of  3  our  fathrr  end  ouch  a  OOd  human- Interest  story  about  him* 

■boa  I  con  got  to 'it,  I  want  to  follow  the 
natter  up  by  going  to  Bloomincton  —  only  an  hour's  ride  —  and  %g> 
talking  with  Br«  Harry  ^ratt,  who  la  thourou  hly  acquainted  with 
Bloomingfcrm  history.   Gu.n  hcV,  no  idea  at  this  time  when  X  will 
find  the  time j  but,  in  the  meanwhile,  shall  be  picking  \xp   data. 

Just  now,  1  am  trying  to  make  three  differ- 
ent  tudles  In  my  spare  time,  and  am  progressing  vtjry  slowly.  Hope 
to  be  ablo  to  run  down  to  Mow  Harmony  and  some  other  Indiana 
point-  soon  in  a  checkup  on  Lincoln's  religions  environments* 

As  soon  as  school.,  let  vqs.   out  may  get  some 
lp  from  a  youn  lo.dy  who  hu..;  occasionally/  worked  for  me  durln 
the  last  four  or  flv     re..  She  graduates  from  college  soon* 
Then,  too,  huv  found  a  girl  a1    hington9  D.  C.  whc\  con  look 
up  data  there  on  th  subjects  1  am  studying  at  thio  time. 

It  is  splendid,  of  course,  for  you  to  fell 
so  vivid  an  interest  in  things  historical;  but  1  note  that  ,  ou 
in  aoh  1  tter  of  being  tired;  so  I'm  going  to  ou    t  — 
as  I  used  to  do  to  my  father  —  that  ;/ou  make  core  of  your 
strength  and  health  ;.  our  first  consideration,  thereby  maintaining 
your  ability  to  enjoy  history,  peopl  ■  and  life. 

Yesterday  I  got  ;.  request  to  *   nd  a  pamphlet 
to  a  man  In  Philadelphia  who  paid  $12,000  for  Lincoln'.,  letter 
to  General  Hook*  r  when  ivinr.  Hooker  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  a  man  who  does  that  must  either  hav  a  tremendous  in- 
terest or  lots  of  money. 

But  I  mustn't  tire  you  out  with  my  chatting, 

Thank  you  again,  and  believe  me, 

Cordlall;;  yours, 


s«  Annie  Pell  Durant, 
Lo  i  Angel  s. 
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LYTLE 

MOTOR 

COMPANY 


DE  SOTO -PLYMOUTH  MOTOR  CARS 

Davenport,  Iowa 


July  15,  1939 


Dear  Houser: 

At  the  request  of  Mrs.  Annie  Fell  Durant,  of  Los  Angeles,  I  am 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  picture  made  of  her,  the  lady  standing 
in  the  garden,  and  of  her  Quaker  grandmother,  the  mother  of  her 
father  and  of  Jessie  Fell.  Don't  you  think  she  was  trustful  in 
loaning  me  the  negatives  to  have  these  prints  made? 

The  stock  in  Lincoln  Memorial  University  should  go  up,  way  up, 
since  the  Honorable  Herbert  Hoover  delivered  the  address  this 
year.  If  next  year  they  would  have  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt 
do  the  same  thing,  ?  am  sure  the  university  would  be  so  high 
that  even  the  new  two-hundred-inch  telescope  would  not  be  able 
to  trace  it. 

The  weather  here  is  too  rotten  for  both  republicans  and  demo- 
crats. Get  down  on  your  prayer  bones  and  ask  for  something 
better. 


Sincerely, 


H.J.Lytle 
MB 

M.  L.  Houser 

Box  55 

Peoria,  Illinois 
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Palmyra,    Mo. 
December  14,   1939 


-  f  .    M.    L.    HouseT 

BOX   bb 

Peoria,    111.  ' 

D   ar  Sir: 

I  have  received  your  literature  which   I  find   interesting   and 
instructive.      Thank   you  for   your  kindness. 

Up   to    the  present   time  my  research  has  borne  little  fruit. 
A  number  of   the  oldest  citizens  with  whom    I  have   tiked  recall 
Samuel   Blair  Todd's  name,   hut  merely  that. 

The  records   in   the  recorder's  office  bear  his  name    cut   twice 
:;•;  ;   tl      only  reference  to  his  purchasing  property  was  on  May- 19, 
18  68,    when  h^  purchased  a  piece  of  land   from  William  H.    Lee   and 
wife   in  Bnunti    Grove  township  of    this   county  at   the  price  of 
$4800.      This  does  not   tally  with   the  description   ,irhich  you  gave 
me,    as    it    is  located   about  1C  miles  north  of  Palmyra.      I   feel 
sure   that    there  must  have  been  an   earlier  purchase,    but  the 
clerk  at   the  office   told  me   that  many  l^nd  transactions  were  not 
recorded   in  the   early  lays. 

A  family  related  to  my  mother,   by   the  name  of    "Lernmons"    lived 
in  Fabius    community    in    the     i    fly   days.      The  last   survivor  of   the 
immediate  family  died   two   years  ago.      I  remember  hearing  him  speak 
of   Blair   Todd,      perhaps   the  recoru  of   their  property  might   tell  us 
something. 

My  most   int cresting  find,    to  date,    was   in  the  Marion   County 
history.      It   is  qompiled    in   such  a  way,    ana   con  tains   so  many 
stories  of    events   that    it   was   necessary  to    scan   several   hundred 
0es.      Here   I   found   that   a  cannon,    belonging   to    fche  local   Con- 
federate  troops   was  hidden   in  a  haystack  at   the   "Blair   Todd  farm 
a  few  miles  north  of   Palmyra",   at   the    beginning  of   the  war. 

Due  to  the  Christmas  rush  at  our  office,  I  have  been  unable 
to  give  as  much  time  to  this  work  as  I  would  like,  but  I  expect 
to   have   the   available    information  within  a  short   time. 

I  am  making   copies  of  the  references   that  I   find  and   I   shall 
send;  them   to   you   in  the  near   future. 

Although   I  am  unable   to    tell   you  a  great  deal,    I   thought   you 
would  like  to   know   that    I  am     working. 

i 

In  the  history  references  are  made  to  a  Liberal  Republican 
Congressman,  J.  G.  Blair.  I  am  wondering  if  these  would  be  of 
value. 


Very  trulv  yours, 
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JESSE  W.  PELL:   ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  FRIEND,  MENTOR,  AND  SPONSOR 


By  M.  L.  Houser 


Born  In  1808  of  vjuaker  parents  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania, 
Jesse  W.  Pell,  early  In  life,  developed  a  passion  for  learning  and  a  love 
of  nature.  His  people  were  poor;  but  with  such  help  as  they  could  rive 
him,  supplemented  by  bis  own  efforts,  he  secured  a  good  education.  He 
then  resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  West.   By  teaching  school,  selling 
books,  „nd  doing  such  other  work  i      available,  ho  accumulated  funds 
for  the  western  journey. 

Pausing  at  Stubenville,  Ohio,  he  entered  the  office  of  a  firm  of  attor- 
neys; and  for  the  next  two  years  diligently  studied  the  science  of  law, 
in  his  bar  examination  in  the  fall  of  1832, 

Swo  we  1:  later,  he  started  west  again;  his  purpose  this  time  being 
to  find  a  good  location  at  which  to  practice  his  profession.  He  trudged 
on  foot  through  Ohio  and  Indiana;  and  by  November,  had  reached  Eastern 
Illinois.   There  he  was  told  that  a  new  town  called  Bloomington,  in  Mc  Lean 
County,  wug  the  center  of  a  rich  territory,  and  that  it  gave  promise  of  an 
unusually  rapid  developemont. 

John  T.  Stuart,  at  Springfield,  confirmed  all  the  younr  man  had  heard 
about  the  prospect.,  of  ~c  Lolji  County,  and  he  advised  Fell  to  become  Bloom- 
ington!s  first  attorney. 

Continuing  on  his  way,  Pell  stopped  at  the  little  town  of  Dillon  to 
Visit  at  -he  homo  of  William  Brown,  some  members  of  whose  family  he  had 
known  in  Pennsylvania* 

Conditions  at  Bloomington  seemed  favorable,  and  Fell  decided  to  settle 
there}  but,  being  now  out  of  money,  he  returned  to  Dillon  and  3pent  the 


,  . 


winter  us  the  Brown  children1 s  tutor.   Several  years  later,  he  married  one 
of  th        Irld  in  this  household* 

When  Pell  opened  his  law  office  in  Bloomington,  in  the  spring  of  183;  , 
Central  Illinois  was  in  the  midst  of  a  land  boom.   That  brought  him  an 
abundance  of  business;  und  the  ere  with  which  he  examined  land  titles, 
and  handled  cases  in  court,  made  clients  recommond  him  to  their  friends. 
Becoming  Imown  as  a  good  judge  of  l.jnd  values,  he  was  called  on  to  locate 
an  immense  number  of  furms  for  eastern  investors  and  land  speculators. 

He  began  buying  and  selling  real  ..state  on  his  own  account,  and  was 
soon  making  such  profits  us  are  possible  only  ohen  on££jtaafcil#in£;  on;  a 
continually  rising  market.  Finding  real  estutu  operations  more  profitable 
and  enjoyable  thun  lugal  practice,  he  sold  his  law  business  to  David  Davis, 
„  young  lawyer  who  hud  recently  arrived  in  Illinois  from  Maryland. 

By  1837,  Pell  had  accumulated  sixty  thousand  dollars  worth  of  prop- 
erty; but  all  of  it  wai  3wept  away  in  the  panic  of  that  year.  Vinen  times 
imp-oved,  he  resumed  his  reulty  operations •   These  covered  Central  Illinois, 
•and  extended  as  fur  away  as  Chicago,  Iowa,  und  Wisconsin.  He  soon  hud  a 

>d  incon  .  ..in,   ith  sufficient  income  to  indulge  in  some  private  charities 
.  many  public  donations. 

At  the  beautiful  home  he  eventually  established  at  Pell  Purk,  on  the 
north  edge  of  Bloomington,  he  often  entertained  such  notuble3  as  Owen  Love joy, 
John  H.  Bryant,  Abraham  Lincoln,  David  Duvis,  and  Leonard  Swett;  and  the 
native  and  foreign  tre^s  and  shrubbery  with  which  he  surrounded  the  house 
soon  made  his  home,  as  it  remuins  to  this  duy,  one  of  the  principal  show 
places  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

£.^rly  in  1857,  Pell  und  James  Allin  founded  Bloomington1  s  first  newspaper 
Observer  and  Mc  Lean  County  Advocate,  shipping  the  presses  and  typee 
from  Philadelphia  by  way  of  New  Orleans.   It  was  well  edited  and  well  printed 
for  a  frontier  paper,  but  the  panic  of  that  year  forced  its  suspension*   Some 


years  later,  Helto  bou  iit  the  Pantagraph.   It  has  remained  until  this  day 

leading  newspaper  of  its  section,  and  it  is  now  owned  and  operated  by 
some;  of  his  descendants. 

His  interest  in  education  never  flagged*   He  was  a  member  of  the  first 
incorporated  board  of  trustees  of  Illinois  Wesleyan  University,  serving  until 
1057.  He  dreamed  of  making  North  Bloomington,  now  Normal,  and  education  cente] 
thereby  attracting  to  it  the  kind  of  people  wMJb.  whom  he  loved  to  associate  J 
so  when  the  general  assembly  of  Illinois  passed  a  bill  for  the  immediate  es- 
tablishment of  a  State  Normal  School  for  the  education  of  teachers,  but 
did  not  designate  its  locution,  Pell  determined  to  secure  it  for  his  dream 
city*  The  energy  -nd  skill  with  which  ho  handled  subscriptions,  committees, 
and  rival  contestants,  had  their  reward;  and  this  first  State-owned  school 
ever  established  in  Illinois  remains  to  this  day  a  monument  to  his  fore- 
i  ht|  industry,  tact,  and  enthusiasm. 

Planting  tre  s  became  almost  an  obsession  with  Fell.   Charmed  by  the 
appearance  of  West  Philadelphia,  which  he  visited  on  one  of  hi.,  many 

t  rn  trips,  he  resolved  to  make  Normal  its  counterpart.  He  eventually 
plant  cl  thirty-five  thousand  trees  in  the  town,  and  nearly  two  thousand 
on  th  campu3  of  the  State  Normal  School.   On  a  big  real  estate  project  in 
Iowa,  he  set  out  over  two  hundred  thousand  tre us  and  cuttings.  A  friend 
of  his  once  s^id  that  any  lack  of  trcc,s  in  heaven  would  certainly  be 
remedied  soon  after  Poll  arrived  at  the  celestial  city. 

#  #  #  *  * 

When  he  was  a  young  man,  Hon.  Lawrence  B.  Stringer,  of  Lincoln,  Ill- 
inois, attended  many  old  settlers1  meetings  to  interview  pioneers  re- 

th   arly  history  of  the  State,  A  number  of  them  told  him  that 
principal  purpose  in  electing  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  General  Assembly 
from  New  Salem  was  to  , secure  a  division  of  Sangamon  County  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  what  is  now  Menard  County,   In  his  History  of  Logan  County. 
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Judge  Stringer  say  a  I 

Was  it  by  uccident  or  design*  th..t  the  man  who  had  been  mude 
a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  by  the  friends  of  county  division 
in  183..,  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit tee  on  Counties  *  *  *     in  the 
ye^-T  1839?  *  •  •  Mr.  Lincoln,  from  this  committee,  promptly  reported 
a  bill  'to  establish  the  counties  of  Menard,  Logan,  and  Dane,"  v;ith 
a  recommendation  th^t  it  pass. 

In  her  JLife   of  Jesse  W.   Fell,     Francis  Milton  Morehouse   tells  ust 

■    — ' ' — — — ' 

In  1834  an  effort  was  made  to  take  from  Mc  Lean  County  its  ter- 
ritory west  of  the  third  principal  meridian,  and  add  it  to  Tazewell 
County.  •  *  *   Mr.  Fell  opposed  the  movement  Valiantly  from  the 
first.  Fearing  that  its  friends  might  push  the  matt  r  through  the 
legislature  if  that  body  were  left  unguarded,  he  spent  most  of  the 
winter  of  1834-35  in  Vdndalia,  where  his  efforts  and  influence  were 
such  thut  the  project  failed  of  realization*  Mc  Lean  County  owes  to 
him,  consequently,  lM  to  those  who  worked  with  him,  the  distinction 
of  being  tli  largest  county  in  the  State.  *  *  #  John  T.  Stuart  of 
Springfield  and  Abraham  Lincoln  of  New  Salem  were  both  at  that  time 
member  of  the  legislature  from  Sangamon  County.  The  two  men  roomed 
togeth.r,  and  Jesse  Fell  lived  in  the  same  house .  #  *  -:«•  Stuart 
introduce  i  Fell  to  Lincoln,  und  the  two  became  almost  at  once  great 
friends. 

We  hav.  i.   right  to  suppose,  perh, ps,  that  it  was  hlso  by  "design" 
and  not  by  auccident"  that  Fell  secured  lodging  and  board  where  he  would 
b   in  clos   contact  with  John  T.  Stuart,  then  the  leader  of  their  party 
in  th  State,  una  also  with  Stuart fs  understudy  and  heir-apparent, 
especially  as  it  was  probably  an  open  secret  that  Lincoln  was  particularly 
interested  in  county  division. 

Ther   a  I  much  to  naure  a  clo   and  lasting  friendship  between  Fell 
^n  I  Lincoln.  Fell1.,  ancestors  were  Pennsylvania  Quakers;  Lincoln  believed 
th_.t  hi   :cre.   Both  had  been  surveyors,  both  were  followers  of  Henry  Clay, 
and  both  thoroughly  disliked  slavery  or  any  other  form  of  social  injustice* 
Fell  had  received  a. good  formal  education,  and  he  liked  to  impart  infor- 
mation; Lincoln's  education  at  that  time  was  fragmentary,  disorganized! 
and  unsymmetric^  1,  and  his  mo-t  valued  friend,.,  were  those  who  could  help 
him  to  fill  in  the  gaps,  iiach  had  qualities  which  the  other  lacked,  neither 
object >d  to  receiving  assistance,  and  both  were  willing  to  return  favors 


M 
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with  interest* 

Political  meetings  and  his  work  on  the  circuit  often  took  Lincoln  to 
Bloomin  'ton;  Poll's  interest  in  legislation*  and  his  political  activities 

Chairman  of  the  State  Central  Committee;  of  hi  i  Dirty,  made  him  a  frequent 
visitor  at  Springfield;  so  they  had  many  opportunities  to  contlnu  their 
us  eolation*   Dr.  Harry  E«  Pratt,  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Association,   Spring- 
field, Illinois,  has  called  our  attention  to  some,  as  yet,  unpublished  letters 

which 
which  passed  between  Fell  and  Lincoln  &texfcA el early  indicate  how  close  together 

they  wer  working  in  political  matters  in  1838.  Dr.  Pratt  believes,  too, 
that  in  Kersey  H.  Pell,  Jesse1 3  brother,  whose  law  office  both  used  when  in 
Bloomington,  Lincoln  and  Jesse  Pell  found  a  willing  and  able  counsellor  in 
matt  rs  both  legal  end  political.  Through  the  years,  their  joint  discussions, 
and  Lincoln's  studies,  must  have  covered  a  wido  range  of  subjects.   A  partial 
list  of  the  books  in  Jesse  Pell's  library  in  1841  includes  a  number  which 
Lincoln  is  known  to  haV  read* 

While  Lincoln  was  essentially  religious  by  nature,  there  is  Utile 
doubt,  we  believe,  that  he  did  not  accept  either  the  harsh  theology  that  was 
current  in  his  day,  or  th  £  gressive  atheism  of  many  contemporary  non-re li  - 
ionists;   just  as  he  refused  to  indorse  eith  r  the  theories  .of  extreme 
slavery  proponents,  or  those  Of  radical  Abolitionists.  Jesse  Pell  seoms  to 
hav  hen   one  of  the  few  friends  with  whom  Lincoln  would  discuss  his  relie- 
ious  convictions  and  doubts;   and  it  was  Fell  who  called  Lincoln 's*"^  tent  ion 
to  th  liberal  opinions  of  Dr. "William  E,  Charming.  Fell  presented  Lincoln 
with  a  six- volume  set  of  Channing's  works;  and  after  Lincoln' 3  death,  some 
of  his  closest  friends  believed  that  Mr.  Lincoln  had  found  in  the  sermons 
and  writings  of  Charming  and  Theodore  Parker  a  religious  philosophy  which 
both  satisfied  his  reason  and  comforted  his  spirit. 

It  was  Fell  who  first  proposed  a  joint  debate  between  Lincoln  and 
Dour  las.  The  consummation  of  this  project,  some  time  later,  brought  Lincoln 

-A.  I 
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to  th  i\  vorable  notic  of  the  v.hol  country,  and  made  him,  within  a  for? 

,  and  for  the  first  time,  a  figur  of  national  importance. 

In  1859,  Fell  saw  that  if  Pennsylvania  could  b  induced  to  support  his 

protege,  Lincoln's  nomination  for  President  on  the  Republican  ticket  mi  ht 

b  a  po..3ibility«  He  secured  from  Lincoln  a  short  autobiography  -which  he 

sent  to  Joseph  J.  Lewis,  a  republican  politician  of  Pennsylvania  who  wrote 

pursuasively.  Lewi  expanded  the  sketch  into  a  two-column  article  which 

was  skillfully  phrased  to  give  Lincoln  the.  confidence,  sympathy ,  and, 

pood  will  of  any  reader.   It  was  first  printed  on  February  11,  1860  in 

the  Chester  County  Tinea.   Copies  of  that  edition  were  sent  to  many  papers 

in  Pennsylvania,  and  to  leading  newspapers  all  over  the  country.  This  article 

whose  editor  was  John  J.  Lewis1  broth  r) 
was  Iran  dii  tely  copied  by  the  Pantagraph*.  and^was  reproduced  in  substance 

A       L±t 
by  th"  New  York  Tribune  and  the  Chicago  Pre^s  and  Tribune,  in  their  issues 

which  announc  d  the  nomination  of  Lincoln.  Widely  copied  by  the  press 

of  the  whole  country,  it  gave  Lincoln  a  favorable  start  in  his  campaign; 

it  was  also  U3ed  as  the  basis  of  his  first  thro  campaign  biographies* 

It  would  so  ,m,  therefore,  that  Fell,  more  th.jn  anyone  else,  not  only 

plante  Land  nurtured  the  political  crop  which  -David  Davi3  and  others 

harv  ated  at  the  National  Republican  Convention  in  I860,  but  that  he  had 

so  arranged  conditions  that  Lincoln  could  immediately  bo  off  to  a  eood 

startfcin  hi  rao  with  ^reckenridge,1  Dougla  ,  and  Bell* 

*  •  -tt  # 

Unlik.  most  prophets,  Jesse  W,  Fell  has  not  lacked  appreciation, 
nor  ha.  he  been  denied  much  honor,  in  hi..  own  community;  but  there  are 
those  who  believe  that  historians  in  general,  and  Lincoln  biographers  in 

rticul.r,  have  seldom  realized  how  potent  a  factor  Fell  really  was 
in  Lincoln1 s  Intellectual,  spiritual,  and  political  evolution. 


